
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

I hope that you and your children had an enjoyable half term. 
 

I would like to begin this newsletter by thanking Mr Howe and all 
those who worked with him over half term to make improvements to 
our outdoor areas. Many staff and parents have commented on what 
a good job they made and how much smarter the outside looks. We 
are continuing to work with The Friends of St Thomas' to look for 
cost effective ways to further improve our outside environment but I 
am sure you will agree that Mr Howe's team have certainly made an 
excellent start for us. Thank you again! 
 

Today, we had the Y2 class assembly. Thank you to Y2, Miss Batteson 
and Mrs Leask for reminding us of the importance of forgiveness. 
They shared the story of Peter asking Jesus how many times you 
should forgive someone. Peter suggested 7 times. Jesus replied that 
you should forgive 77 times just as God always forgives us. Y2, you 
did a fantastic job of sharing this message today. Thank you again! 
 

We relaunched the Dojos this week. Rather than giving the children 
25 Dojos and then rewarding extra for going above and beyond or 
taking them away for not following school values, the children will 
earn each and every point for making good choices. The children will 
aim to earn a minimum of 5 Dojos each day. Please ask your children 
what they have earnt their points for already this week. 
 

Have a lovely weekend 
Mrs Clements 
 
Reminder 
We have been working with all schools in the Trust on procedures 
should the school need to be placed into lockdown and are now at 
the stage when it is necessary to inform children of the procedures 
and undertake a lockdown drill. This had been planned to take place 
last half term but given the tragic events at All Saints we felt it more 
sensitive to postpone. 
 

Preparing the children 
Conscious that we needed the children to take the process seriously 
but not to frighten them, we will explain to children beforehand that 
we are practising a way to stay safe in an emergency, giving the 
example of a deer being loose recently at a nearby school. We will 
explain it is like a game of hide and seek, and that each class will 
have a designated space to 'hide' with their teacher. We will explain 
that when they hear a continuous tone sound for 10 seconds, they 
should show the stop sign immediately and follow their teacher's 
instructions. 
 

The first drill will take at 9.30am on Monday 3rd March 2025. We are 
informing you of the date because you may wish to speak to your 
child about this before and/or after. Because of the need to be 
prepared in an emergency, we will not give out details of future drills 
beforehand, but will send a parentmail immediately after to let you 
know this has taken place. 
 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have any queries. 
 
 

 
 

St Thomas of Canterbury School 

Newsletter 
Week ending Friday 28th February 2025 

School Calendar  

Mon 3rd Mar – 16:00 Summer 1 Breakfast/Afterschool 
Club bookings open 

Tues 4th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Thurs 6th Mar – World Book Day 

Fri 7th Mar – SEN Parent Coffee Morning  

Fri 7th Mar – Book Fair 

Tues 11th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Tues 13th Mar - 15:30 – 17:45 Parents Evening 

Tues 18th Mar - 15:30 – 17:45 Parents Evening 

Tues 18th Mar – Year 5 Swimming Lesson 

Fri 21st Mar – 09:00 Year 1 Class Assembly 

Monday 31st – Friday 11th April 

Easter Holidays 

Mon 14th April – Pupils return to school 

Thurs 17th April – Easter Egg Decorating Competition  

Fri 18th April – Good Friday (No pupils in school) 

Mon 21st April – Easter Monday (No pupils in school) 

Tues 22nd April – 16:00 Summer 2 Breakfast/Afterschool 
Club bookings open 

Fri 2nd May – 09:00 Reception Class Assembly  

Mon 5th May – Mayday Bank Holiday (No pupils in 
school 

Fri 9th May- Year 3 trip to Creswell Crags  

Mon 12th – Thurs 15th May – SATS Week 

Fri 16th May – Year 1 & 2 Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife 
Park 

Fri 16th May – School Disco 

Weds 21st – Fri 23rd May – Year 6 Residential 
 

Monday 26th – Friday 30th May 

Spring Bank Half Term 
 

Mon 2nd June – Pupils return to school  

Sun 8th Jun – Summer Fair 

Mon 16th June – Class Photos 

Weds 18th – Fri 20th June – Year 5 Residential 

Mon 23rd June- 14:15 Y3 & Y6 Open Afternoon 

Tues 24th June – 14:15 Y2 & Y4 Open Afternoon 

Weds 25th June - 14:15 Y1 & Y5 Open Afternoon 

Mon 7th July – 16:00 Autumn 1 Breakfast/Afterschool 
Club bookings open 

Weds 16th July – Pre-School Family Fun Day (Pre-school 
closed) 

 

 



Parking at Chancet Wood Children’s centre 
We’ve been made aware that some of our parents have been 
parking in the limited spaces in the Children’s Centre car park. 
Please can we ask that you do not park in their as their spaces are 
limited and they also have to accommodate a number of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles and these spaces need to be 
available to people using the centre. 

World Book Day -Thursday 6th March 
Please see the attached letter with details about Wold Book Day 
2025.  
 
Reminder: Attendance and Punctuality 
Attendance and punctuality are something that the DFE, our LEA 
and our school take very seriously as persistent absence and 
lateness can impact both on a child's academic performance and 
their mental health. 
The school day begins at 8.45. 
 

Change for KS1 - The KS1/Reception gate will continue to be open 
between 8.45 and 8.45. Rather than play outside, the children will 
now go straight in to class so that they can be greeted by our staff 
who are waiting for them. This change has been put in place as 
both staff and parents expressed that this would be offer a softer 
start for the children. 
 

No changes for KS2 - When the whistle is blown, the children 
gather together as a key stage to say and sign their morning 
prayer. As this is the formal start of the school day, the KS2 side 
gate is closed at 8.45. 
 

The main gate is closed at 8.55 to allow children who start their 
day in The Hive (our IR) access to school through the office. Any 
child who arrives after 8.45, when the KS1/EYFS and the KS2 side 
gates are closed but before the main gate is shut at 8.55, will be 
classed as late for registration. Entry to school after 8.55 but 
before 9.30 is 
classed as late after registration has closed. Any latecomers after 
 

9.30 are classed as having an unauthorised absence for the 
morning. This is in line with the LEA and National guidance. 

 
 

Fri 18th July – Whole School Sports day at EIS 

Tues 22nd July – Last day of School Year  

Tues 22nd July – 14:30 Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly  

Weds 23rd July – Inset Day (No pupils in school) 

 

Whole School Attendance 

Class Last Week This Week 

Year 1 94.1% 99.5% 

Year 2 96.5% 99% 

Year 3 91.5% 93.1% 

Year 4 95.7% 97.5% 

Year 5 98.7% 100% 

Year 6 90% 92.1% 

 

Spring Term PE Days 

Reception Friday AM 

Year 1 Monday PM & Friday PM 

Year 2 Monday AM & Thursday AM 

Year 3 Tuesday AM & Thursday PM 

Year 4 Tuesday AM* & Thursday PM 

Year 5 Tuesday PM* & Thursday AM 

Year 6 Monday PM & Thursday AM 
 

AM - children come to school in their PE kit and bring their 
uniform to change into. 
PM - children should come dressed in their uniform, with 
their PE kit to change into. 

*Swimming lessons will replace PE lessons on applicable 
days (see school calendar for dates). 

Makaton Sign of the Week 
This week’s sign is Electric Toothbrush. 

Please click this link to see how it is done! 
https://youtu.be/9CVMNnzF63Q

 

Uniform 

White or red embroidered polo shirt 
• Red embroidered school sweater (round neck) or cardigan 
• Red gingham dress 
• Black trousers, black skirt or black pinafore dress 
• In warm weather, black formal shorts, just above the knee, 
may be worn. 
• Black leather fitted school shoes 
• White or black socks or black tights 
 
PE Kit 
• Black shorts 
• White or red embroidered round neck t-shirt 
• Black jogging bottoms 
• Grey embroidered hoodie 
• Trainers for games 
 
One stud earring may be worn in each ear as long as this can 
easily be removed by the child for PE but no other jewellery. 
Makeup, including nail varnish, may not be worn.  
 
Children may wear a watch for school if they wish.  
Children may not have lettering, lines or other designs in 
their hair. We also ask that, for health and safety reasons, 
long hair is tied back. 
 
Due to the weather, if children are wanting to play 
football/sports on the field, they must bring change of shoes. 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


